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The Water Street Road Bridge is a single span iron pony truss
bridge of pratt design which spans Israel Creek near Walkersville,
Maryland. The single lane bridge is set upon random stone abut-
ments and is sixty-four feet in length and fourteen feet wide.
Joints of the bridge are secured with rivetted connections. No
plaque on the bridge indicates the construction date or manufactur-
ing company, although it is similar to many in the county built in
the early part of the twentieth century.

In 1854, the weekly Frederick Examiner announced that wrought iron
was now being used as a bridge material and has proved to be
stronger than the wood truss construction that had been in general
use. At that time it was hoped that such an iron bridge would
soon be constructed in Frederick County.

It appears from the Frederick County Commissioners Minutes that
jron truss bridges became popular in the area during the 1870's.
Records show that a variety of companies, including Groton Manu-
facturing Company, Groton, New York; Wrought Iron Bridge Company,
Canton Ohio; King Iron Bridge Company, Cleveland, Ohico; and the
Pittsburgh Bridge Company, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, constructed
bridges throughout the county. Iron truss bridges were an innova-
tive step toward good bridge engineering design in the nineteenth
century and were the pride of every community.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Water Street Road Bridge is a single span iron pony truss bridge

of pratt design which spans Israel Creek near Walkersville, Maryland.

The single lane bridge is set upon random stone abutments and is
sixty-four feet in length and fourteen feet wide. Joints of the
bridge are secured with rivetted connections. No plaque on the
bridge indicates the construction date or manufacturing company,

although it is similar to many in the county built in the early part
of the twentieth century.
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In 1854, the weekly Frederick Examiner announced that wrought iron

was now being used as a bridge material and has proved to be stronger
than the wood truss construction that had been in general use. At

that time it was hoped that such an iron bridge would soon be construc-
ted in Frederick County.

It appears from the Frederick County Commissioners Minutes that iron
truss bridges became popular in the area during the 1870's. Records
show that a variety of companies, including Groton Manufacturing
Company, Groton, New York; Wrought Iron Bridge Company, Canton, Ohio;
King Iron Bridge Company, Cleveland, Ohio; and the Pittsburgh Bridge
Company, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, constructed bridges throughout the
county. Iron truss bridges were an innovative step toward good bridge
engineering design in the nineteenth century and were the pride of
every community.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Cherilyn Widell, Sites Analyst

ORGANIZATION DATE
Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 9/28/78

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
12 Fast Church St., Winchester Hall 694-1063

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Frederick Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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